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The first annual Bel Air Film Festival™, 
presented by Gem Shopping Network, 
has unveiled its line-up of films to be 
screened in Bel Air and Beverly Hills 

from November 14 until November 19, 
2008. The festival will showcase some 
of today’s most creative films and film-
making talent, and in the process, unite 

entertainment industry tastemakers 
and film lovers in the community.

“I would like to introduce 

you to the very first annual 

Bel Air Film Festival. It is 

time Bel Air had a film fes-

tival to call their own. A 

large portion of the enter-

tainment industry resides 

here and this is a wonder-

ful opportunity to bring a 

community together.”

November 14th - 7pm
Film Fashion Red Carpet Evening 
Hosted by Genlux Magazine
DJ Caroline D'Amore
Invitation Only
Media RSVP :  belairfilmfestival@yahoo.com
Bel Air Private Estate Estate

Honorees for the evening include Anya Sarre, celebrity stylist 
and head fashion stylist for Entertainment Tonight, The Insider 
and ET on MTV; and Orian Williams, producer of the award-
winning film Control and one of Variety’s “10 Producers to 
Watch.”

FILMS

Louise Dahl-Wolfe: Painting With Light

This short documentary film on the life of Louise Dahl-Wolfe 
draws upon her art and her personality. The documentary reviews 
how Dahl-Wolfe"discovered" Lauren Bacall, who at the time was 
a young actress (seventeen years-of-age) and worked as a model. 
It was Dahl-Wolfe's photos of Bacall that film producer Harry 
Warner saw, and subsequently asked Bacall that she come to 
Hollywood for a screen test. As a result, Bacall was cast opposite 
Humphrey Bogart in the film To Have and Have Not (1944).

JAMES GILL FULL CIRCLE

JAMES GILL FULL CIRCLE is a provocative look at one of 
America’s great pop artists. His meteoric rise to fame and fortune 
has been unparalleled and his sudden 30 year disappearance 
equally startling. He's now 70 and his unexpected return with a 
bold new innovative style has once again captured the imagina-
tion of the art world. This is a fascinating story of creativity and 
circles in this mans' life. It inspires the viewer to examine the 
choices and circles in their own lives.

LEO

The Helping Hands Community Outreach has placed Leo into a job 
that he can enjoy and feel proud of. An alone and quite man, 
whose simple gratification comes from video games, movies and 
childish romantic crushes. Slow and always left out, this office
gopher is always happy to be thefirst one in, and the last one to 
leave. Leo is the teddybear surrounded by foxes and wolves, a 
pure victim in a hungry world of corporate finance. A melting pot 
of people, whose reasons for being there range from mere enjoy-
ment of numbers, to the need to claw the corporate ladder of 
success. Who and how they ascend can sometimes be unkind and 
criminal, but once in a while someone comes to orchestrate the 
perfect crime. A deployment of deception over the course of 
years. This is no gun-toting hold up but a slow casual walking 
away with the grandest of treasure… Penny by penny over time, 
dripping from the innumerable accounts, someone from this small 
firm has remained incognito… till now.

November 15th - 7pm
CARISSA

Q& A with Director David Savauge & Carissa Phelps
Charles Aidikoff Theater
150 South Rodeo Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
Price: $10

CARISSA is a documentary short that tells the story of Carissa 
Phelps. Last year, Carissa graduated with both a law degree and 
an MBA from UCLA. But when she was 12, she was homeless 
and forced into prostitution in Fresno. The film tells Carissa's 
inspirational story as we travel back with her to the places it 
happened. 

"Carissa" has won jury prizes at four film festivals, including Best 
Documentary Short at the Newport Beach Film Festival, and was 
featured in USA Today and on Good Morning America. It is 
directed by David Sauvage, a classmate of Carissa's at UCLA and 
son of documentary filmmaker Pierre Sauvage. The film is also 
Executive Produced by Davis Guggenheim, the Academy Award-
winning director of "An Inconvenient Truth" and Jamie McCourt, 
Owner and President of the Los Angeles Dodgers, and sponsored 
by Virgin Mobile and the Los Angeles Dodgers Dream Foundation.

November 16th - 3pm
HECKLER

Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences
8949 Wilshire Boulevard
Beverly Hills, California 90211
Price: $15
Honoree - Jamie Kennedy

HECKLER is a comedic feature documentary exploring the increas-
ingly critical world we live in. After starring in a film that was 
critically bashed, Jamie Kennedy takes on hecklers and critics 
and ask some interesting questions of people such as George 
Lucas, Bill Maher, Mike Ditka, Rob Zombie and many more. This 
fast moving, hilarious documentary pulls no punches as you see 
an uncensored look at just how nasty and mean the fight is 
between those in the spotlight and those in the dark. Winner of 
the 2007 HBO Comedy Festival, Tribeca Film Festival, and AFI Film 
Festival.  Produced by Jamie Kennedy and Michael Addis. 
Directed by Michael Addis

November 17th - 9pm
THE JILL AND TONY CURTIS STORY

United States Premiere
Charles Aidikoff Theater
150 South Rodeo Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
Price: $20

The Jill & Tony Curtis Story proves the key to fulfillment comes 
from something much more rewarding than fame or fortune. 
Screen legend Tony Curtis himself claims he’s never been happier 
than he is now. Meeting the young, beautiful Jill Vandenberg in 
1992, he could not have imagined how much she would change 
his life. An award-winning equestrian, Jill grew up loving horses 
and broke down in tears at her computer one day upon discover-
ing how each year over a 100,000 horses of all ages, often in the 
best of health, are being brutally slaughtered for human 
consumption overseas. Right then and there Jill knew her life’s 
purpose.  Join Jill and Tony Curtis in a great variety of experi-
ences, including an actual slaughter auction in Utah (never before 
filmed, since cameras are forbidden); Tony’s private art studio in 
Nevada, where the acclaimed painter transforms a blank canvas 
into a workas colorful as his conversation; a celebrity convention 
in Los Angeles that includes Debbie Reynolds and Angie Dickin-
son; the many happenings at Shiloh, the horse rescue they 
founded in a desert valley not far from Las Vegas; and their visit 
to the nation’s capitol—where, along with Bo Derek, Jill and Tony 
share their compassion to persuade representatives and senators 
to vote for a bill to stop the slaughter of horses in America. 
Whether feeding an infant burro with a giant baby bottle or 
telling anecdotes about Marilyn Monroe to captivated students, 
Tony never loses his legendary humor. All leads up to Jill and 
Tony truly knowing fulfillment as they celebrate the rescue of 
their 400th horse.

November 18th - 7pm
Please join Casting Director Renita of 
Renita Casting along with five other industry 
experts for a Q&A evening about working in
the business of  "Very Very Short Films"
aka COMMERCIALS!

 

Hosted by Casting Director Renita of Renita Casting
Location released at time of ticket purchase.
Seating is limited. THIS EVENT WILL SELL OUT.
Price: $20

HOST/PANELIST: RENITA (Casting Director)
In full belief that the casting process could be INSPIRING and 
FUN, Renita founded Renita Casting in 1999.  Since then, she has 
cast hundreds of commercials, music videos, new media produc-
tions, TV programs and two notable feature films: SPUN and 
Sarah Silverman’s JESUS IS MAGIC.  Renita’s most recently 
completed commercial campaigns include: Burger King, Popeyes, 
Avis, Hotels.com, TJ Maxx, Playstation, PETA and more!  Known 
also in the music video community for her versatility and creative 
eye, Renita has cast such heavily rotated videos as The Killers hit, 
Mr. Brightside, Maroon 5’s She Will Be Loved, and Madonna’s 
Music, as well as videos for artists including Incubus, Destiny’s 
Child, N’Sync, Christina Aguilera, Nas (Grammy Nominated), 
Britney Spears, Kid Rock and Pink among others.  Renita would 
best describe her mission statement and place in The Entertain-
ment Industry as “Passion in Action”.  Nothing gives Renita 
greater joy than helping to transform her community through 
inspiration and full self-expression!  With that in mind, Renita has 
co-created the first ever TRANSFORMATIONAL DECLARATIONS 
CD FOR ACTORS.  This amazing tool for actors at all stages in 
their career is a must have for every actor’s “toolbox”. 
www.renitacasting.com 

PANELIST: SAM CADMAN (Director)
Born in the UK, Sam Cadman made his directorial debut with the 
hit comedy series Trigger Happy TV, before moving into commer-
cials. Now living in LA, he imbues an underplayed comedic sensi-
bility into all his work, and has directed award-winning spots for 
Burger King, Fox Sports, VW and Sprint among others. He's 
currently in development on his debut feature, War Of The Flea. 
www.samcadman.com

PANELIST: CHAIM MAGNUM
(Co-Owner LemonLime Agency)
Chaim's clients have appeared regularly in commercials such as 
iPod, Gap campaigns, Pepsi, Levis, Verizon and hundreds of other 
national and worldwide commercials.  The attention given to the 
most current trends in Commercials, Music and Art has earned 
Chaim the unique place of being one of the most sought after 
agents in Los Angeles and the business. 
www.lemonlimeagency.com

PANELIST: FAWNDA MCMAHAN (Acting Coach/Actress)
Fawnda McMahan is one of the most sought after commercial 
acting coaches in Los Angeles.  Known for her work in countless 
commercials, Fawnda quickly established herself as one of the 
"bookers" in the business booking 29 spots in 3 years.  She is a 
well respected guest teacher at SAG conservatory and a member 
of the commercial peer group at the Academy of Television of Arts 
and Sciences.   www.commercialbreakla.com

PANELIST: LAURA SOO-HOO (Owner Reign Agency)
After getting her start at Acme Talent, Laura briefly moved to 
Special Artists before making her way to the Osbrink Agency.  
Here she found her niche in the business by focusing on what she 
loved: comedy.  At Osbrink Laura simultaneously headed both the 
commercial and theatrical divisions.  Last year Ms. Soo Hoo took 
the next bold step in her career by opening the Reign Agency.  
Reign, located in Santa Monica, has a client base of some of the 
industry's most talented performers, working not just in her core 
commercial business, but also in television, film and print.  In 
2006, Laura won the Seymour Heller Award for Excellence as 
Adult Commercial Agent of the Year by the Talent Managers 
Association.  

EMCEE/PANELIST: KEVIN E. WEST (Founder T.A.N./Actor)
Kevin E. West has been a working actor in Los Angeles since 
1990. He recently shot a Series Regular role for the TV Pilot, 
Bourbon St., and his television Guest Star / Co-Star roles include 
CSI, 24, LOST, NCIS, Desperate Housewives, Judging Amy, NYPD 
Blue, The X-Files, Diagnosis Murder, Melrose Place, Young and 
the Restless, Bold and Beautiful,and  Passions. Kevin is the 
Founder/President of The Actors' Network, which is the most 
recognized and endorsed actor's business organization in the 
history of the U.S. The Actors' Network has been featured on 
Entertainment Tonight three times, CNBC twice, as well as win-
ning back-to-back "Reader's Choice" awards from BackStage 
West in 06 / 07. www.kevinewest.com

November 18th - 3pm
STORE FRONT

Pivate Event
Invitation Only

STORE FRONT is a comedy series about five people struggling to 
get rich, be famous, find love in a Store that isn't quite right. You 
can never be certain if this is reality, a dream, or something 
altogether worst. We begin with rumors that a VENTURE CAPI-
TALIST will visit but not identify himself or herself. It could be any 
customer.

November 19th - 7pm 
Best Film Producer
Hosted by the Sigi Ziering Institute
Honoree- Marta Kauffman (Friends Producer)

BLESSED IS THE MATCH

Q & A by Director Roberta Grossman
American Jewish Universtiy
15600 Mulholland Dr.
Bel-Air. California 90077
RSVP- Tosha at tpetronicolos@ajula.edu
Price : FREE

Narrated by three-time Academy Award nominee Joan Allen, 
BLESSED IS THE MATCH is the first documentary feature about 
Hannah Senesh, the World War II-era poet and diarist who 
became a paratrooper, resistance fighter and modern-day Joan 
of Arc. Safe in Palestine in 1944, Hannah joined a mission to 
rescue Hungary’s Jews. Shockingly, it was the only outside 
rescue mission for Jews during the Holocaust. Hannah para-
chuted behind enemy lines, was captured, tortured and ultimately 
executed by the Nazis. Incredibly, her mother Catherine witnes
sed the entire ordeal – first as a prisoner with Hannah and later 
as her advocate, braving the bombed-out streets of Budapest in
a desperate attempt to save her daughter. With unprecedented 
access to the Senesh family archive, this powerful story unfolds 
through the writings and photographs of Hannah and 
Catherine Senesh.

- Melody Storm, Bel Air Film Festival Director
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